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The process of conducting research requires consideration of various ethical concepts and principles. The American Psychology Association (APA) has its guidelines which are referred to as Ethical Principles of Psychologists and Code of Conduct that are meant to guide psychologists in the process of research and publishing as well as sharing the information of their research studies ((American Psychology Association, 2017). In summary, these guidelines are divided into section running from section 1 to section 10. Under section 8 of the code of conduct, there are guidelines that suggest what psychologist researchers should do when dealing with human subjects or respondents. The guidelines require researchers to obtain consent from the participants of the study by informing them of the purpose of the study, the consequences of leaving the study, the duration of the study, the right to seek clarification and ask questions, any incentives for participation, the limits of confidentiality and their right to decline to participate and to withdraw from the research once participation has begun among others (American Psychology Association, 2017). The guidelines also require researchers to take steps to protect the prospective participants from adverse consequences of declining or withdrawing from participation. Researchers are also required not to use excessive financial inducement that can persuade participation in a study (American Psychology Association, 2017). These and other guidelines are meant to ensure that the process of conducting research studies remains ethical and within the acceptable confinements set by the American Psychology Association. According to Maschke (2008), the human participants guidelines are meant to protect human subjects from the foreseeable adverse effects of the research process.
The guidelines above would apply to a study about aimed at finding out the factors that act as barriers to women in entrepreneurship. For example, using financial inducement keenly will help to get genuine participation and not participation persuaded by the financial benefits to be received which might affect the quality of data collected. Furthermore, informing the participants about the purpose of the study as well as the time it will take and also the right to leave the study when already began will ensure that participation is accepted willingly and for the aim of providing information and aiding the research process by the participants and not for other reasons.
If I were to conduct a research study on my topic of research which is, “Challenges faced by women entrepreneurs”, I would face the ethical challenge of affirming the problems that women face in society rather than providing a solution. Through my research, I risk exposing the problems and affirming that indeed women are not allowed to hold top positions in business organizations for example and risk causing even more of this kind of problems to women in entrepreneurship through my research. According to Colnerud (2013), researchers can face the risk of affirming problems through their research. This is because many people use such studies to make decisions. Therefore, injustices against women entrepreneurs might increase supported by the findings of my study. I would also risk facing the ethical challenge of losing authenticity through data clean up after data collection. I might not report everything and I would sieve the responses to only those related to my study and this way I risk leaving out other responses which will only lead to reporting of part of the actual situation of the problems faced by women entrepreneurs. Another ethical challenge I may face is related to consent. Seeking participants consent might only give me access to a fraction of the study group, which might seriously affect the quality of the responses. As a result, I might be tempted to investigate some issues without informing the participants. This might raise ethical questions in my study on the woes of women in entrepreneurship.
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